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About our project site
2,325 acres of undeveloped mountain 
meadow; blanketed in wild Timothy, flanked 
by conifers, oak and cedar and bisected by 
Yellow Creek. Located in the  northern Sierra 
Nevada, in Plumas County

Teeming with resources. Many of them are 
stressed and in need of improved 
stewardship practices and regular human 
interaction

A frequented recreational area, cherished by 
many different enthusiast groups and in 
need of better cultural resource protection



Project Overview

• Unprecedented partnership between 

CA Fish and Wildlife & the Maidu

• Vast area, rich in natural resources 

and cultural sites

• Opportunity to develop co-

management model based on 

mutual respect and equality



History

• Mountain Maidu People inhabited this lush valley for untold millennia, as they lived 
out the joy and duty given them by our Creator, to steward our lands by virtue of a 
relationship with its resources, knowledge based on multi-generational learning of its 
intricacies, and the awareness of its importance to our continuity as a people.

• PG&E Corporation, California’s largest and most powerful power company was 
ordered to divest nearly 130,000 acres of surplus lands, of which Humbug Valley is a 
small piece.

• Pacific Forest & Watershed Lands Stewardship Council was formed to convene those 
lands to interested and viable governments, agencies, and non-profits in order to 
maximize beneficial public values and enhance management outcomes.

• Maidu Summit Consortium was an early applicant in 2007, along with several other 
larger groups, including the California Department of Fish & Wildlife



History

• Held our first meeting with CDFW in Late Spring 2013, at the 

request of the Maidu Summit Consortium

• We asked, how could a collaboration of our two groups work to 

permanently protect and enhance natural resources and cultural 

resources in Humbug Valley versus competing for stewardship 

rights

• Wide support for reuniting the Maidu with lost ancestral lands, 

while at the same time addressing effective resource allocation and 

management through the cooperation of TEK and science.



Current Status

• A draft Land Management Plan, a collaborative effort between Maidu Summit Consortium and the 
CA Dept of Fish & Wildlife, is now in the development process. A willingness to shape that plan to 
the specific interests of our particular partnership, the tribe’s particular needs, and within general 
public guidelines is the focus
o A chance to place the tribe’s cultural resource protection and long-held management techniques in the 

foreground of conservation objectives
o Opportunities to demonstrate the effectiveness of incorporating the local tribes long held 

understanding of  nature’s complexity and the human role in sustaining balance, for each and every 
corner of our state.

o The multi-party, multi-faceted transaction presents numerous challenges, but also provides a pilot for 
how the state, tribe, and conservation groups can work together toward improved management and 
protection. 

• Efforts are being made by CDFW and other state agencies to report and educate others as to the 
progress being made at Humbug Valley in order to inform new and increasingly meaningful 
collaborative projects among agencies/tribes in our region seeking co-management opportunities



Importance of Community Conservation as a guiding 
principle
• Increasing awareness of shared ideals among historically disengaged and generally  

unresponsive agencies and private groups, from the Maidu point of view
• We reached out in order to form a partnership with the group who had formerly been 

competing with us for fee title (CDFW)
• Great opportunities exist at Humbug Valley in terms of multi-faceted outreach 

programs.
o Complex environment offering a splendid research and education site, and a resource –rich 

area in which the Maidu can access many of the vital components of their cultural and spiritual 
identity, drawn from the natural world.

o Remote, yet easily accessed, the Valley presents great potential for youth engagement programs 
for the Maidu, plus scientific and historical  interpretive services for the public in general 

o With our important partnership with CDFW, we share the ability to reach out to many new 
groups and resources, such as the gathering of minds today.



Timeline



Need for idea sharing

• The Native Lands Conservancies Group supports and amplifies 
the collective work happening throughout our network

• We gain insight and important resources in sharing knowledge 
drawn from our similar struggles

• Overcome capacity shortfalls by aligning our respective 
strengths to others needs
o Highly varied socio-economic landscapes among tribes throughout the 

US

• Importance of reaching out as we all work to intuit solutions 
within in a rapidly changing climate and environment due to 
drought and other social factors like the increased pollution of 
our water, air, and ground.

• There is a lot of opportunity for tribes to teach their 
understanding of their homelands to resource management 
personnel, when this knowledge is met with respect and 
recognition of its importance



Need for knowledge protections

• Our People are often exploited for their knowledge while 
agency staff strive to meet project objectives, leaving a 
community with a sense of misgiving in the process

• Over recent years, the advent of new standards for sharing 
Traditional Knowledge has empowered tribes who wish to 
assist agencies and yet want real protections for the 
knowledge they choose to share

• Guidelines must be adopted by more agencies who engage 
tribal representatives

• Agency staff ought to be given more procedural flexibility 
and training in cultural competency to aide knowledge 
transmission success stories

• Belief in the core principals of Do No Harm, and Free, 
Prior, and Informed Consent
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Further resources

• www.maidusummit.org
• Trust in the Land, by Beth Rose Middleton
• Tending the Wild, by Kat Anderson
• Hope and Hard Times, by Ted Bernard
• “Humbug Valley”, article by Jane Braxton Little, Chico News & Review
• Contact information

Maidu Summit Consortium
PO Box 682
Chester, CA 96020
530-258-2299


